
 

  
 

Research Committee Minutes 

 1 March 2017, 12.00, Room IF-1.16 
 

Attendees: Jane Hillston(Chair), Chris Banks, Murray Cole, Kousha Etessami, Michael Fourman, Nigel 

Goddard, David Richardson, Michael Rovatsos, Barbara Webb, Julie Young, Frank Keller (deputy), 

Magdalena Mazurczak (secretary) 

Visiting: Paul Patras , Ewan Klein 

Apologies: Johanna Moore, Jon Oberlander, Martin Wright 
 Summary  ACTION 

1. Approval of previous minutes  
Minutes from the meeting held 11th January 2017 were approved.  
 Matters arising from previous meeting: 

a) REF Impact. Steve Renals has contacted most of the DoIs about REF, but 
not yet IPAB. Follow up with IPAB.   

b) Success Stories. DoIs have communicated the message about forwarding 
the success stories to Kasia.  

c) Report from the College Impact Committee - carry forward.  
d) Peer review of research proposals: JH had circulated a message to all 

researchers as agreed.   
e) Shared repository of grant materials: Janet Ball offered to prepare more 

examples of Informatics successful grant applications and RSO will be 
contacting recently successful applicants from Informatics to get their 
permission. 

f) Research Fish: DoIs should remind all staff to test their login-in in advance 
of the deadline of 16th March as technical problems for some staff have 
been reported.  

g) Self-managed Servers: JH reported the new policy for housing self-
managed servers, which is needed due to a lack of space 
(http://computing.help.inf.ed.ac.uk/smsr-space-policy). DoIs should 
remind PIs to discuss the housing of servers with Alastair Scobie before 
submitting grant proposals. Plans are in place to get more space for self-
managed servers but this is unlikely to be ready by the end of the 
summer.  

h) EPSRC Balancing Capability results: JH had attended the Newcastle 
regional ICT meeting the previous day.  She will circulate the slides to the 
committee when they are available.  

i) New Google Educational Cloud: The School has been granted tester status 
for the new Google Educational Cloud in Europe.  Bjoern Franke is 
managing this interaction on behalf of the School. We believe that there 
should be similar research facility available shortly.   

j) EPCC workshop: A joint workshop with EPCC will take place in the 
afternoon of 11 April workshop, and will have a sandpit format, with the 
opportunity to pitch a proposal for seedcorn funding at the end of the 
afternoon.  Details will be circulated shortly. 
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2. Items for information – Papers 2.1 and 2.2.  

3. Internet of Things lab space (Paul Patras and Ewan Klein):  MF 

http://computing.help.inf.ed.ac.uk/smsr-space-policy


 

  
 

Paul and Ewan presented their case to allocate a dedicated space to support IoT and 
Security Research. Their proposal received support from the Research Committee 
and a recommendation to take it forwards to Strategy Committee.  There was also a 
recommendation to consider the possibilities offered by the Quartermile 
development, particularly through collaboration the College of Art.  MF offered 
support in exploring this long term option further. 

4. Google Strategic Framework Agreement:  
DR reported that a strategic framework agreement with Google is at an advanced 
stage and is anticipated to be signed soon.  Over several years our relationship with 
Google has been growing in strength but under current arrangements, all funding is 
seen as a gift, which means that legally Google cannot be seen to benefit from the 
work funded.  This is counter-productive in some cases where we would like to be 
able to track impact.  The Framework Agreement will get round that problem and 
will make establishing closer research collaborations easier; it does not preclude any 
of the existing funding routes such as doctoral scholarships and faculty awards.  It 
should be viewed as complementary and a mark of the high esteem in which Google 
holds us. 

 

5. Research Day  
The next Informatics Research Day is planned for the 2nd of May.  There will be more 
formal presentations in the morning and parallel breakout sessions in the 
afternoon.  RC members were asked for suggestions, both for speakers in the 
morning and for topics in the afternoon and CB volunteered to consult with the 
research staff. 
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Report from CRC:  
- ISCF, the industrial strategy challenge fund, is anticipated to provide £4.7M 

funding for this financial year.  Indications from EPSRC seem to be that this may 
be spent on further Prosperity Partnerships, possibly funding some of the ones 
that were unsuccessful last autumn as well as soliciting new bids.  These involve 
a substantial and sustained commitment from an industrial partner.  If anyone 
believes they may have a potential partner they should discuss with JH. 

- The Oil and Gas Innovation Centre visited at the end of February; they are 
particularly interested in Robotics and Michael Mistry represented the School. 

- GCRF Steering Board within the University has approximately  £800k to 
stimulate and support GCRF activities. 

- COMAC (Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China) is keen to collaborate with 
the University of Edinburgh on fundamental research topics including robotics.  
The potential collaboration is being handled by the College Marketing and 
Engagement team in the first instance.  

- MAGNA International, a supplier to car manufacturers, is searching to find 
partners to collaborate on the list of areas.  JH to make an initial response to 
College by 6/3 on potential areas of overlap with the School 

- East of Scotland Knowledge Transfer Partnerships:  There has been a low 
number of application for these KTPs and they are seen as a good opportunity 
to build relationships with local industry, with very high success rate, and are 
particularly relevant for potential ISCF partnerships.  The knowledge transfer is 
carried out by a student undertaking a project in the industrial partner.  This 
seems particularly relevant to ICSA and the PPar CDT.  MC to investigate and DR 
can provide more information if required  
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 Date of the next meeting - 12pm, 3rd May  2017  

 


