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• Technical Guidance and Requirements
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The justification of IPR 

• The utilitarian theory based on the concept of utility

• Creative works are beneficial to the society’s well-being 
(progress), therefore production of such works must be 
encouraged (incentive & protection) by legislation.

• Per a contrario, without IP protection no one would be 
willing to spend resources only to have their 
competitors copy or reverse engineer their innovations. 
No one would engage in original development. 



Critique of the utilitarian theory

1. Legislation needs to carefully balance the creators’ 
need for incentives & protection against the needs 
of the society

2. This theory starts from the premise that material 
incentives will make inventive people use IP tools
– Volvo’s V-shaped seatbelt
– Jonas Salk - polio vaccine
– Tesla electric engine and self-driving software patents
– And … academic researchers



Critique of the utilitarian theory

• Funders will finance research knowing that if 
successful they will be able to sell it or licence it to 
recuperate their investment

3. There is another way! Public funding that doesn’t 
have to be recuperated 

– There are alternative ways - public funding - to provide 
funding for innovators which do not restrict use and 
availability to the works (Open Access)

– Open Access is particularly suited for academic research



• Open Access  Green Open Access Model 
– the author makes an early version of the work publicly available by archiving 

it in a subject or institutional repository
– ideally, it should be the version that went through the peer-review process but 

before going into the type-setting & copy editing process 
– access may be subject to an embargo, depending on the publisher’s copyright 

policy

• Gold Open Access Model
– in exchange for an APC (article processing charge), the final published version 

is made available via the publisher’s website
– average APC is £2000 plus VAT
– the work is available immediately, with no embargo periods

• Readers are paying VS Authors are paying

Open Access  Green & Gold



Open Access  Hybrid

• Hybrid journals - both Readers and Authors are 
paying for publication
• charging both a yearly subscription AND an Article 

Processing Charge
• massive backlash from universities and research funders

• Workarounds
– Publisher agreements

• For a lump sum £££ universities get access to journal archives 
and all articles published by their authors are made available 
Gold OA

– Different journals 
• Water Research vs Water Research X





Count of Journal > Title-4

Journal > Title-4 Total

Transactions of the Association for Computational Linguistics 19

PLoS One 15

ACM Transactions on Database Systems 15

Physical Review A 15

IEEE Transactions on Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence 14

Bioinformatics 14

Computational Linguistics 14

IEEE Transactions on Visualization and Computer Graphics 14

PLoS Computational Biology 13

Proceedings of the VLDB Endowment (PVLDB) 13

Computer Graphics Forum 13

Scientific Reports 12

Electronic Notes in Theoretical Computer Science 12

Physical Review Letters 12

ACM Transactions on Architecture and Code Optimization 11

IEEE/ACM Transactions on Audio, Speech, and Language Processing 10

Theoretical Computer Science 10

Nature Communications 10

Information and Computation 10

IEEE Robotics and Automation Letters 9

Logical Methods in Computer Science 9

Artificial Intelligence 9

International Journal of Computer Vision 9

Grand Total 282

Top 20 academic journals by the number of articles published 
by researchers @ School of Informatics Edinburgh











Open Access
• Creation and dissemination of knowledge is a public 

responsibility

• Governments are providing public money for research and 
education and then completely ignore the mechanism by 
which the results of that research are disseminated

• 2013 RCUK OA policy (from 2018 UKRI)
• 2015 HEFCE OA policy
• EU Horizon 2020 grants
• Wellcome Trust OA policy
• UK-Scholarly Communications Licence
• Plan S



Plan S

• “After 1 January 2020 scientific
publications on the results from research
funded by public grants provided by
national and European research councils
and funding bodies, must be published in
compliant Open Access Journals or on
compliant Open Access Platforms.”



(Early) Feedback

• “In summary, ALLEA (All European 
Academies) broadly welcomes Plan S but with 
major caveats. “

• While publishers (and at least some 
researchers) are appalled by Plan S, open 
access advocates, as could be expected, have 
welcomed the initiative.

• Plan S is proving uncomfortably divisive.



The 10 Principles of Plan S

1. Authors retain copyright on their publications, which must be 
published under an open license (like CC-BY);

2. The Funders will establish robust criteria and requirements for 
compliant OA journals and platforms;

3. The Funders should also provide incentives for the creation of 
compliant OA journals and platforms if they do not yet exist;

4. Publication fees should be covered by the funders or 
universities, not individual researchers;



5. Publication fees should be standardized and capped;

6. The Funders will ask universities, research organizations, and 
libraries to align their policies and strategies;

7. For books and monographs, the timeline may be extended beyond 
2020;

8. Open archives and repositories are acknowledged for their 
importance;

9. Hybrid open-access journals are not compliant with the key 
principles;

10. The Funders will monitor compliance and sanction non-
compliance.



Guidance and Implementation 
of Plan S

1. Aims and Scope
1. cOAlition S does not favour any specific business 

model for OA publishing or advocate any particular 
route to OA given that there should be room for new 
innovative publishing models.

2. Plan S Compliance
1. OA journals or OA platforms
2. OA repositories
3. Transformative agreements



3. Publication Costs
3. cOAlition S will contribute to establishing a fair and 

reasonable APC level, including equitable waiver 
policies, that reflects the costs involved in the quality 
assurance, editing, and publishing process and how that 
adds value to the publication.

4. Grants can be used for financing APCs for Open Access 
publication in subscription journals (‘hybrid Open 
Access’) only under transformative agreements.

4. Supporting Quality Open Access Journals and 
Platforms

5. Timeline - 1 January 2020
6. Review - 2023
7. Compliance and Sanctioning



• Licensing and Rights – CC licences
• Open Access Journals and Platforms

– Basic mandatory criteria for Plan S compliant Open Access journals and 
platforms

– Mandatory quality criteria for Plan S compliant journals, platforms, and other 
venues

– Recommended additional criteria for journals and platforms

• Deposition of Scholarly Content in Open Access Repositories
– Requirements for authors and publishers
– Requirements for Plan S compliant OA repositories

• Transformative Agreements

Technical Guidance and 
Requirements



How to Prepare for Plan S

• Don’t publish in hybrid journals …

• Identify best journals in your field, then
– Check funder requirements, use Sherpa/Juliet

http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/

– Think ahead about REF compliance, use Sherpa/REF
https://ref.sherpa.ac.uk/

– Check journal’s copyright policy, use Sherpa/Romeo
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php

http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/
https://ref.sherpa.ac.uk/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php


• openaccess@ed.ac.uk

• Thank you 

Scholarly Communications Team

mailto:openaccess@ed.ac.uk
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