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Poster tips
Aim of the poster:
· To engage others in conversation - the poster should provide enough information to use as initial talking points
· To display a summary of your work to many people
Do:
· Pitch your poster at the level of the audience - you may want to provide more explanation for a general audience than one specifically in your area
· Define what your message will be - pick the one thing that you want people to learn from your poster
· Focus on the main points that you wish to get across - minor things can be explained during conversation
· These points should reinforce your message
· Make the main points as clear as possible:
· Use meaningful headers and titles
· Highlight important terms / concepts / results (using colour, font size etc.)
· Construct a logical sequence for the poster - tell a story
· Provide an interpretation of your results - make it easier for people to understand by removing the need for them to interpret the results themselves
· Use images where possible to illustrate and explain the main points
· Use graphs instead of tables (where appropriate) - they will get the same information across, but graphs can be easier for people to “digest” in a short amount of time
· Use some colour - not enough colour and the poster is unattractive / too much and it can be distracting
· Use a white background will give the poster a “clean” look and make text readable
· Balance the use of text and graphics to make the poster visually interesting
· Include captions for figures, graphs and tables
· Include your name, university and email address - people may want to contact you later as part of further conversation / collaboration
· Produce a proof print of your poster to: check for typos, check that the font size is large enough
· Practice presenting the poster to a friend or colleague - does it make sense to them?
Don’t:
· Include any points that are not central to your “message”
· Include only text / lots of text - many people won’t have the patience to read a “wall of text”
· Use very small fonts - people should be able to read the poster from a few metres away. The same applies to small / poor quality images
· Use yellow text on a white background - it can be very difficult to read. The same applies to any pair of colours/shades that are very similar
· Use acronyms without explaining them
· Use a dark background - text and graphics are harder to display
Links for more information:
· http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
· http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign
Presentation tips
· Do not use notes. It is your work and you know it, try and be confident.
· Do not speak at your poster turn and face those asking you questions and try to smile!
· Have a 2 sentence overview that you can use as an opener. If people are interested they will ask you questions to direct the discussion after this point.
· Have a story to tell. What are the interesting facts? What did you learn? Where are you going next with the work?
· Do not be vague about your work. Give concrete information with facts and figures.
· Have printed copies of either the poster or the paper it is based on the hand out.
· Have tipex and a pen. Other academics will spot mistakes and they will point them out.
· If there is a crowd around you poster and someone monopolises you time – politely suggest that you meet them after to discuss things further.
· If no one comes to see your poster, don’t worry everyone has been there, discuss your neighbours posters with them and explain yours. People tend to gravitate to posters that already have people standing around.
· If you have to leave post a note saying when you will be back.
Minute Madness
· Some conferences have a section called “minute madness” where all people presenting posters give a very short presentation on their poster (generally 1-3 minutes if you have to do this check how long you have)
· The aim of this is to try and be memorable so that people will come and visit your poster to discuss it further.
· Do prepare something before you go up and practice. Even experienced academics can freeze in this situation.
· If possible give the one big claim that you work is making.
· It is not necessary to fill the entire time. Don’t try and cram in as much as you possibly can.
· If you are brave try to be interesting or funny but don’t go over the top (it is a fine line).
· If you are allowed slides make them very simple and clear.
Printing tips
Posters can be printed within the University at:
The central library (George Square):
· Price: £8 for A0
· Ask for assistance at the main desk at the library
The graphics lab (Hugh Robson building, George Square)
· Price: £28 for A0 printed on Canvas + £5 for an A3 proof-print
· Poster order form: http://www.lts.mvm.ed.ac.uk/graphics/poster-order-form
· It is advisable to contact the graphics lab at least one week before you will need your poster to check that they will have time to print your poster - they get rather busy during peak/conference times
· Informatics students are eligible to apply for free poster printing:
http://www.inf.ed.ac.uk/student-services/graduate-school/for-research-students/work-and-play/informatics-poster-printing-fund
Poster Sizes
· Most conferences either request A0 or A1 and these can be either portrait or landscape. You need to check what you conference supports.
A0: 84.1cm x 118.0 cm
A1: 59.4cm x 84.1cm
