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Where to get general information?

General taught course information:
http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito or from Informatics
homepage follow links to

Students Services— Informatics Teaching Organisation

UG3: follow links to For students— Year 3 Handbook, which should
answer most of your general questions about UG3.

http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/students/year3


http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito
http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/students/year3

How to get help?

UG3 Course Organiser email: ug3-coQinf.ed.ac.uk
Use this email for UG3 business!

The Informatics Teaching Organisation (ITO, Appleton Tower,
Level 8) can answer questions on course administrative matters.
Use the Student Services Support Form for enquiries:

http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/contacts
If in doubt about whom to ask, ask the ITO.

You must regularly read your email.


http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/contacts

Your urgent TODO list

e Confirming attendance - in this room, or you Il be contacted
Details at https://edin.ac/3PBzFbu

e Register for courses
Done via registration forms
https:/ /edin.ac/4661EXS
deadline: End of week 2 29th September 2023 (do it earlier!)

e List of Courses in Informatics: http://course.inf.ed.ac.uk
e Individual Course: http://course.inf.ed.ac.uk/COURSE-CODE.


https://edin.ac/3PBzFbu
https://edin.ac/466IEXS
http://course.inf.ed.ac.uk

Degree Course Requirements

The building blocks of the informatics degrees (including the

combined degrees) are:

e Informatics Large Practical (ILP) (20 credits)

e A group practical, either System Design Project or
Entrepreneurship and Innovation Project (20 credits)

e the Professional Issues course (10 credits)

e technical courses

You will take some subset of the above, subject to the constraints

that apply to your choice of degree.
You should take Year 3 courses (which may be level 9 or level 10)

It is your responsibility to check the Degree Program Table and
ensure your course choice meets your degree requirements!

http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/23-24 /dpt/drps_inf.htm 5


http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/23-24/dpt/drps_inf.htm

Course selection

e Please check the DRPS nttp://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/23-24/ first for
timetable clashes, pre-requisites, location, etc. this is your
responsibility!

e Think ahead: check the prerequisites for fourth year courses
you may want to take next year.

e Check coursework deadlines, use ITO calendar:
https://edin.ac/44Hpqa9

e Most of all, look for topics that interest you; you are more
likely to do well at these.


http://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/23-24/
https://edin.ac/44Hpqa9

Course selection

If you require more information about a specific course:

e Course Survey Reports

http://www.inf.ed.ac.uk/admin/ITO/course-survey-reports/
e Contact the course lecturer by e-mail in the first instance.
e Check the course’'s webpage from previous year for material

e Attend the first lecture


http://www.inf.ed.ac.uk/admin/ITO/course-survey-reports/

Assessment

e Examinations, coursework and projects are all taken into
account, with weights depending on the course (see Course
Descriptors for each course).

e In the case of Honours courses, a combined mark is carried
forward to be used together with the final Honours year
assessment in awarding the appropriate class of degree.

e Third year mark given as average of all your third year
courses, weighted according to the number of credits they are
worth. For the 4 year Bachelors degrees, it counts for one half
of the final degree. For the 5 year Masters degree it counts for
20% of the final degree (years 4 and 5 count 40% each).



Assessment: Common Marking Scheme

All courses assessed following the CMS:

http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/students/common-marking-scheme.

You must get familiar with the fact that 70+ means excellent !

Grade | Mark | Degreeaward | Descript
(Honours or
Postgraduate)
AL 90-100 | 1 dlass or Excellent
MSc with Outstanding in every respect, the work is well beyond the level expected
distinction of a competent student at their level of study. The work should meet the
criteria for an A2 grade and should also evidence a clear understanding of
the limits of the state of knowledge, and their consequences, for the
topicat hand.
A2 8089 | 1% dassor Excellent
MSc with Outstanding in some respects, the work s often beyond what is expected
distinction ofa competent student at their level of study. Demonstrates that the
student s actively extending their knowledge and capacity well beyond
required materials and making new connections independently: for
example, by showing a strong grasp of a range of related materials that
are optional or not directly provided, or by demonstrating unusual
creativity, depth of analysis, or synthesis with other areas of study.
A3 7079 | 1" dassor Excellent
Msc with Very good or excellent in most respects, the work is what might be
distinction expected of avery competent student. It indicates that the student has
an excellent grasp of the required materials for the course, and may have
demonstrated some limited knowledge of or fluencywith additional
optional materials, if provided.
B 6069 |2()orMsc | VeryGood
with merit Good or very good in most respects, the work displays thorough mastery

of the relevant learning outcomes.



http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/students/common-marking-scheme

Usually most exams are held in April/May for year 3 (except for
visiting students).

e More time to revise in April/May

e Time in December dedicated to project work (e.g. Large

Practical)

Details on course index page https://course.inf.ed.ac.uk/. Some courses

will have a December diet!
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https://course.inf.ed.ac.uk/

Late Coursework

5% per day late, up to seven days (for most courses). After that
late submissions receive a 0 mark!

http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-services/ito/students/year3/assessment
Late submissions will only be accepted without penalty if you have

a good reason and you strictly follow the procedure below:

e Submission extensions must be requested before the deadline

e Do not contact course lecturers or the ITO for requesting

extensions.

e Extensions must be requested using an extension form:

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-administration/extensions-special-circumstances

11
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Extensions: Definition of Good Reason

See Undergraduate Year 3 Handbook for details. Briefly:

“Good reason” for an extension means something that would
prevent a reasonably competent, organised, and conscientious
student from being able to submit on time. Examples include:

e Significant illness.
e Serious personal problems.

e Interviews/selection procedures, in some circumstances.

Non-examples include anything you could have planned for or
avoided: difficult clusters of deadlines, attending social events, the
demands of any job you undertake during semester, last-minute
computer problems (unless it prevents electronic submission and it
is on the Informatics system), loss of work, last-minute traffic

delays, etc.
12



Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct

Plagiarism: presentation of another person's work as your own,
without proper acknowledgement of the source, with or without
the creator’s permission, intentionally or unintentionally.
Collusion: unauthorised and unattributed collaboration with other

students in a piece of assessed work.
Some generic guidelines include, but are not limited to:

e For individual coursework you must work entirely on your own;
students collaborating is forbidden unless authorised by the lecturer.

e You may use verbatim material from published or authorised
sources, but you must use proper quotations and acknowledge the
source of the material, including open source code.

e You may re-phrase material from published or authorised sources,
but you must acknowledge the source of the original material.

13



Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct: Regulations and Guide-

lines

e Regulations and guidelines concerning such issues as use of
computing equipment, conduct of degree examinations,
plagiarism, harassment, etc., are collected at
http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline /academic- misconduct

e Also, read the documents pointed to from the Undergraduate
Year 3 Handbook.

e |t is your responsibility to make yourself aware of these

regulations.

14


http://www.ed.ac.uk/academic-services/staff/discipline/academic-misconduct

Informatics Feedback Pledge

e You will know what feedback you will receive. Feedback for
coursework will be advertised with deadline for submission and
feedback.

e You will receive feedback on time as publicised. Within three
weeks max, usually within two. Where we know it takes
longer, you will know how long before you submit.

e We are committed to ensuring that you receive useful
feedback. Where we fail, you can use any channel to point
this out (lecturers, ITO, year reps, Year Organiser etc.). The
sooner we know the faster we can act.

e We will listen to your feedback needs. We will respond to
every complaint or suggestion, as getting this right is
important for us and for you. A dedicated Feedback Officer

will handle these issues.
15



Issues & Feedback

e Issues and complaints affecting your UG3 course should be
brought to my attention in the first instance. Note that all
issues and complaints will be dealt with as much as possible

anonymously
e You may take your issues up a level to the Director of
Teaching (inf-dot@ed.ac.uk) if not satisfied.

o General feedback is also appreciated at any time, but you will
also have an opportunity at the end of the year to provide
more detailed feedback in hindsight.

e Lecturers & TAs spend a lot of effort designing and teaching
courses — Teaching Awards

https://www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/representation /campaigns/teachingawards/

16
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Class Representatives

We need Class Representatives, ideally including one from each of
the more popular joint degrees. Duties:

e Being a point of contact for any suggestions/complaints.

e Attend weekly meetings with DoT, DDoT and CO.

All about being a student rep
http://web.inf.ed.ac.uk/infweb/student-
services/ito/students/year3/student-support/reps

If you are interested please e-mail me (ug3-co@inf.ed.ac.uk)

17
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Third Year Compared with Second Year

Third year is much more demanding than second year.

e You will be required to study and perform multiple tasks at
once: see [ime Management advice in the Handbook.

e Course lecturers set their own coursework schedule: be
prepared for not only overlapping coursework but also multiple
deadlines close in time to each other.

e Third year courses are more advanced, thus, more “difficult”.

e Some courses may require additional skills (e.g., using a
different programming language), so be prepared to do extra
work if necessary.

18



Third Year Compared with Second Year

Think twice about paid employment, trips away from Edinburgh,
etc., and

ALLRIGHT, MADE
(TN BRIGHT AND
 EARLY TODAY.

WWW,PHDPCOMICS, COM
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Welcome to UG3

UG3 Course Organiser
Steve Tonneau

email: ug3-co@inf.ed.ac.uk
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System Design Project

Michael Mistry (CO)
Elizabeth Polgreen
David Symons

Garry Ellard
SDP-staff@inf.ed.ac.uk

Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Project

Ndali Liita Cairney (CO)

Expert guests throughout the
course

L.N.Cairney@ed.ac.uk



mailto:SDP-staff@inf.ed.ac.uk
mailto:L.N.Cairney@ed.ac.uk

Why am |
here?

e SDP and EIP are both 20 credit courses
in semester 2.

* If you are on the BSc or BEng in
Computer Science or the Minf, you
must take one of these courses.

* Deadline for making a decision: week 2
of semester 1 (29th September)



System Design Project

Research, design and prototype an
assistive robotics product.

Practical experience of:
* Designing and building a
complex, large scale system.

* Working as members of a big
team (~8 people, similar to
many industry teams).

* Documenting and presenting a
project.

» Self-led learning (with support).

Not just

building
robots.




Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Project

Develop an entrepreneurial solution to a
real world problem.

Share your
vision for

Learn how to:

* Construct a business plan, identify
appropriate market segments, and

th e WO rI d . communicate with stakeholders.

 Work as a member of a team (~4-6
people) to apply your informatics
knowledge and skills.

Guided learning pathway.




e Office hour: 2pm-3pm AT level 3 on the
19th September

MOre e Email EIP: L.N.Cairney@ed.ac.uk
: . * Email SDP: SDP-staff@inf.ed.ac.uk
information | [ ™

e Video: https://shorturl.at/koQ27

m| 1
-h -
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UG/MInf Projects

THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH

informatics Hiroshi Shimodaira (Project Coordinator)



Why care about UG4/MInf projects in Year 3?

® UG4/MInf project is a full-year course [40 credits] for Year 4. Each student
works on a project with a supervisor individually.

Project selection and allocation takes place in Sem 2, Year 3.
The selection period is short (used to be < 3 weeks).

The list of available projects is long (> 400).

Students who wish to propose self-proposed projects need to propose projects

early (before the selection period).

f\"\‘ ~': 'THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
& informatics



Tl mel Iine (NB: dates shown are provisional)

Year 3 (old) (proposed)
Project proposals by supervisors (+ students) 06 Mar 24

Release of a list of available projects

Selection period (meetings with prospective supervisors)

Deadline for choosing five projects 24 Mar 24

Release of project assignments 11 Apr’24 05 Jul 24
Year 4

Regular meetings with supervisors Sem 1 - Sem 2

Progress reports and presentation practice

Project Day (poster session) Week 7, Sem 2

Submission of dissertations Week 11, Sem 2

Viva Revision week, Sem 2

Not happy with the proposed change? Tell us your opinions via this form by Fri 06 Oct.

THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH

€ informatics



https://forms.office.com/e/G4W7fzkxKi

What role does my supervisor play?

® Supervisor:
o An expert in the topic
o Provides technical advice and assist in planning the project
o Not your manager

® You:
o It is your individual responsibility to complete the project
o Regular meetings with the supervisor

f\"\‘ ~': 'THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
& informatics



How do | get a project allocated to me?

® Selection and allocation process:
Step 0 Staff (and students) submit project proposals
Step 1 Students register their interests and meet with the project
proposers (supervisors) to get “suitable”
Step 2 Students submit their top five project choices
Step 3 Allocation (solving an optimisation problem)

® “DPMT” system

viewing a list of available projects and project details
registering your interests on projects

viewing responses (suitable/unsuitable) from supervisors
submitting project choices

O O O O O

viewing allocation results

@ informatics



Can | propose a project myself?
Yes!

® Projects proposed by students are called “self-proposed” projects.

® You need to find supervisors.

® Self-proposed projects need to be submitted early - before the selection
process starts.

® Details and examples can be found in the section “Project selection in Year 3”

of the project website.

5\"\‘ ~': 'THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
& informatics


https://homepages.inf.ed.ac.uk/hshimoda/proj/

Questions?

For details, see the UG4/MInf Project website.

also accessible via Learn course page (click “Click Here for Teaching Materials”)

ug-project-mgr@inf.ed.ac.uk

. THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH

: informatics


https://homepages.inf.ed.ac.uk/hshimoda/proj/
https://www.learn.ed.ac.uk/ultra/courses/_111687_1/outline
mailto:ug-project-mgr@inf.ed.ac.uk
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