Killer Titles Workshop 12/12/11

Initial Discussion

How do you use titles in your own work?

· In scanning the proceedings of a conference

· Key words for search

· Literature searches

How do you use titles as an author? 

When do you think of the title?

· Sometimes it is the first thing

· Mainly it comes in the middle of the writing process

Do you use hooks in your titles?

· Yes – puns are used to try and make things memorable, to grab attention

· If a title is well crafted this may indicate that the writer has put a lot of effort into his work

· A preference for a ‘neat’ title was indicated – one that fits well with the work

· Sometimes more work goes into naming the methods / algorithms than the title as titles are not remembered for long but the methods will always be associated with the author

Titles need to be appropriate for the journal they are submitted to – in addition to this there is sometimes standard formats that need to be adhered to.

Titles must also appeal to the correct reviewer – so that they are more likely to be accepted for publication.

Entitlement

· Titles and abstracts have different audiences so they may use different language – may need to use more than the abstract.

· Use titles from conferences which do not make it in – need to collect these from reviewers.

· A user searches for methods and algorithms so maybe more effort is put into this

· The title needs to be accessible – the user needs to know what it means.

· Acronyms may not be accessible unless they are explained – may this is where the use of a colon comes in.

· May be possible to date the papers through title – identify classic papers.

· Multiple authors mean that it is difficult for a single author to have a defined style.

· Author to publish together multiple times may use similar language

Citations

· The language used in citations is dependant on the domain – are people citing everything they have ever read or are they citing relevant articles?

· Are the papers very similar to what they are citing? Generally yes.

· Citations are more dependant on the journal – some papers have to be cited in order to get published (psychology an illustration of this).

· People tend to cite work not dependent on the title but because of what you can find (accessibility) but also from what journals they are found in.

· Are review articles more likely to get cited?

· Secondary citations – are things being cited without being read – citations from a work that you have cited – this isn’t a practice that is recommended but it does occur and mistakes can be iterated through journals.

· Interest was stated in whether 2 cited lists are similar and whether this indicated the papers are similar – is it possible to determine what is distinctive about a paper from the citation list.

Creative Writing Approach

· Readability is important

· Playful titles are useful but can be very subject specific and sometimes those new to the domain don’t get the joke.

· Neatness is important – it is important to match your content and polish your title

· Self satisfaction about the title is important – that the author is happy with the title

· If you reference something else it must be fairly obvious and the title should still make sense if the reader does not understand the reference

· Sometimes it is useful to use pointers to other work – to put that work into the mind of the reader.

Funding Proposals

· Are titles for funding proposals different? They use more sexy words and more acronyms.

· Sometimes acronyms are over contrived – maybe this is intentional? Some times acronyms are designed to be difficult to say (like UNIX).

Wrap up

Credibility is dependent on how well you are known – you need to be established in order to be able to take risks with titles. It may be interesting to study how titles change of the course of academic careers.

The titles are very much dependent on the journal they are from – there will be general practices from the journal and there may be additional defined rules. It may be interesting to speak to editors are particular journals.

Is it old fashioned to be declarative and actually explain what you have done? Similar to advertising? Has the style of titles evolved into being more journalistic? Probably not – maybe in certain more populist journals.

What is pleasantness? A lack of negative words? Playful titles?

Possible areas of further research:

· Distinguish between different forums / domains from the titles used?

· Investigate how the title can be used in the review process to get to the correct type of reviewer.

General Points:

· Layering is important

· Titles are language / culturally based

· They can be used to express knowledge of the domain

· They can vary through time and through the course of a career

· They can allude to other work – by the same author and by others

· Titles must make sense even when you don’t get the jokes

· Titles need to be pleasant

· Above all the titles must follow the standard practices of the journals they are submitted too.

